It’s All About
Connection
By M at t i s ya h u L a z a r
“Connection.” That is the name of the
halacha letter that Rav Moshe Mendelson
writes to his Adopt-a-Kollel kehillah every
week, and that word, connection, is the ideal description of the relationship between
Kollel Nachalei Daas of Telz-Stone and
Khal Nachlas Yitzchok of Queens, led by
Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum.
Earlier this month, Rav Mendelson visited Queens to spend what turned out to be
a deeply inspirational Shabbos with the kehillah.
In a testament to the value that Rav Oelbaum attaches to his shul’s Adopt-a-Kollel
partnership, he gave up delivering his own
drasha on Shabbos morning, asking Rav
Mendelson to address the shul instead.
It was amazing to watch Rav Oelbaum
walk into shul on Shabbos morning and
read the sign on the bulletin board delineating the shul’s support for the kollel thus
far. When Rav Oelbaum saw the sum of
$116,000, his face lit up with pride. Indeed,
the two-way partnership that flows between
Telz-Stone and Queens is exactly what was
envisioned when the revolutionary ideal
and idea of Adopt-a-Kollel was established
some nine years ago.
“Kollel Halacha Nachalai Daas is one
of the trailblazing mosdos of Torah in TelzStone,” relates Rabbi Ephraim Dovid Becker, the kollel’s liaison with the shul. “Rav
Oelbaum enjoys a close relationship with
the rosh kollel and visits the kollel, where
he delivers a shiur and a shmuess every
time he comes to Eretz Yisroel. The greatest attestation to the importance that Rav
Oelbaum attaches to his shul’s partnership
is the fact that at the shul’s annual dinner,
Rav Oelbaum gives time for a speech about
the kollel and the partnership.”
In fact, at the dinner, a book comprised
of the halacha shiurim that Rav Mendelson
sends to the shul every week was released.
Rav Oelbaum remarked, “This chibbur
l’tahara, this pure partnership, allows us to
connect with the kollel. The purpose of the
chiddushei Torah and shiurim that are sent
to us strengthens the kesher between our kehillah, Khal Nachlas Yitzchok, and Kollel
Nachalei Daas.”
In his drasha in the shul on Shabbos,
Rav Mendelson cited the words of Chazal
that “Everything goes after the head.” He

said, “In the case of Khal Nachlas Yitzchok,
the success of the partnership can be attributed to the ‘head,” to Rav Oelbaum, who,
from the top, encourages this connection
between the shul and kollel.”
In addition to addressing the kehillah
on Shabbos, Rav Mendelson also delivered
a shiur on Sunday morning at the home of
Adopt-a-Kollel gabbai Reb Mordy Krausz.
The shiur on a pertinent halachic topic
was very well received and showed how the
beauty of a two-way partnership between
kollel and shul is the ultimate win-win situation for both.
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With great appreciation and thanks to
Hashem, Agra D’Pirka has resumed inperson at the FountainView. After a long 15
months of attendees only being able to hear
shiurim via phone/zoom, in-person learning
has finally resumed.
Agra D’Pirka is an organized morning
kollel program geared towards professionals,
business owners, college students, retirees,
or anyone who wishes to increase his morn-

Agra D’Pirka.
“I could learn by myself in my condo,”
he acknowledges, “but a structured morning
learning program like this is so much better. When somebody knowledgeable gives
a shiur it exposes you to concepts that you
weren’t aware of until now. There’s also so
much live interaction between the maggid
shiur and the participants, including lots of
questions and answers. It’s very stimulating

ing limud haTorah. The program, founded by
R’ Ezra Klein of Brooklyn, runs from 9:30 to
11:30 AM Monday through Thursday in nine
different communities with outstanding maggidei shiur at each location. Those who are
involved in Agra D’Pirka are constantly singing its praises. And once they get started they
usually maintain a permanent commitment.
The thirst is certainly intense. And the
level of anticipation is sky high. Rabbi
Chaim Mordechai Weiss lives in Brooklyn
and spends his winters in West Palm Beach.
Rabbi Weiss faithfully attends Agra D’Pirka
in Flatbush whenever he is in Brooklyn.
“I’m there almost every day,” he says. “I
love it! It’s fantastic.” But like so many others, he travels south for the winter months.
And while he enjoys the sunshine and balmy
weather, something important was missing.

and it makes a big difference.”
Throughout the many months of Coronavirus, the program could not be realized to its
full extent. As anyone who has tried to learn,
work or communicate through Zoom knows,
it takes a lot of getting used to and it isn’t
always easy to accomplish. But this week, as
Agra D’Pirka once again resumed in-person
learning in the Fountainview Bais Medrash,
the smiles on everyone’s faces were priceless! Emotions were running high as everyone welcomed each other back discussing the
challenges they all faced during the past year.
The participants could not contain their
excitement. Here are some of the comments
that came in:
“I have my daily structure again!”

Rav Mendelson giving a shiur.

Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum at the
kollel.
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Emunas Bais Yaakov
Inaugural Dinner
Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum with the
rosh kollel in front of the kollel.

Shevach Juniors Visit Bais
Yaakov of Baltimore Exhibit
On Wednesday, May 19, the 11th grade
of Shevach High School visited the exhibit on Jewish history created by the students of Bais Yaakov of Baltimore. The
girls were excited to review their lessons
in Jewish history in a fun way and to interact with the Baltimore students.
The girls were led through the various room which housed the exhibit, each
devoted to a different country or region.
The displays consisted of painted murals
of famous Jewish scenes, intricate mosaics of great rabbonim, and artifacts from
students’ ancestors that originated from
each country.
The tour ended with a “visit to Eretz
Yisroel,” where the girls saw a model of
the Beis Hamikdosh made on the school’s

Agra D’Pirka Back in
Full at the FountainView
in Monsey

3D printer, as well as an inspiring memorial dedicated to the recent Meron tragedy,
after which the girls were urged to take on
a kabbolah as a zechus for the niftorim.
The Shevach students were impressed
by the creativity and professionalism of
the Baltimore girls, and were excited to
realize how much of the information they
recognized from their own parallel classes. They were inspired by the history of
the Jewish nation; by their sacrifices, their
struggles and their triumphs. The group
left determined to continue the privileged
legacy.
In the words of one student, “I felt
such a connection to the Jews who came
before us, who had such mesirus nefesh
for Torah and mitzvos.”

The inaugural dinner of Emunas Bais
Yaakov took place on Sunday, May 9, at Ateres Golda Ballroom.
Emunas Bais Yaakov, a girls high school
in Boro Park, has, in three short years, earned
a well- deserved reputation as a stellar mosad
hachinuch with an emphasis on strong Torahdige hashkafos, yiras Shomayim, and chesed.
The dinner was chaired by Mr. Ari Gluck,
an Emunas parent. The Kossover Rebbe, nosi
of the school, delivered divrei brocha.
Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Yoel Preis were
honored as Parents of the Year.
The guest speaker and Grandparent of the
Year, Rav Avrohom Halevi Eisen, Pozna Rov,
enthralled the crowd with a powerful address.
Presentations were made to the honorees,

Rav Avrohom Eisen

as well as to notable donors of Emunas.
R’ Yecheskal Kauftheil spoke about how
impressed he is with the devotion of the Vaad
members to the welfare of the school.
The dinner was dedicated by R’ Shmuel
Chaim Grunfeld and family in memory of
the unforgettable Mrs. Tzippy Grunfeld a”h,
whose far-reaching vision and devotion were
the impetus that helped Emunas Bais Yaakov
become a reality.
The speakers, the Tenka Rov, Mrs. Grunfeld’s brother, Rabbi Chaim Betzalel Jacobs,
and her son, R’ Yeedle, described her mesirus
nefesh for the school even during the final
throes of her illness. Her legacy is being perpetuated through the renaming of the school
as Emunas Bais Yaakov Bnos Tziporah.

R’ Yecheskal Kauftheil

The Tenka Rov
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