52

6 Tammuz 5781 // June 16, 2021

COMMUNITY

Agra D’Pirka Siyum in Williamsburg
AVRAHAM SCHREIBER

On Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, Thursday, June 10, Agra D’Pirka of Williamsburg celebrated a siyum on Maseches Yevamos. The shiur, led by Harav
Chaim Eliezer Gross, shlita, is given
daily in the Satmar Bais Medrash at 13
Hooper Street in Williamsburg.
The proceedings began with Rav
Gross ending the masechta with the
famous words of Chazal that teach that
talmidei chachamim marbim shalom
ba’olam. After completing the Hadran,
quoting the Rebbe, shlita, he explained
the connection between shalom and
this particular masechta. The gematria
of yevamos is equal to the gematria
of shelom banayich. Just as Maseches Yevamos is a particularly difficult
limud, so is shalom difficult to achieve.
Rav Gross pointed out that this
past year was a particularly difficult
year to learn a complex masechta
such as Yevamos, since much of the
learning had to be done remotely by
telephone. He expressed his hakaros
hatov to Hashem for enabling the
chaburah to achieve this milestone.
He also acknowledged Reb Ezra Klein,
the founder and Rosh Hakollelim of
Agra D’Pirka, for his role in harbotzas
haTorah.
Reb Reuven, a shiur member, cited

the Gemara that states that Abbaye
would make a Yom Tov for any talmid
chacham who completed a masechta.
He explained that the simchah is generated by the kvias itim; it is the persistence and perseverance that results
in the ability to make a siyum.
He also cited the Vilna Gaon, who
pointed out that the name of the Satan
(traditionally not pronounced) is an
acronym for Siyum Masechta Ein Laasos: the Satan functions to thwart completion. This makes the simchah that
much greater.
He then quoted the Gemara that
states that one is obligated to return
his Rebbi’s lost item even before that
of his father, because his father brings
him into this world, while his Rebbi
brings him to the World to Come.
Using this line of reasoning, one appreciates the tremendous merit of Reb
Ezra Klein, who is responsible for so
many hours of limud haTorah.
The final speaker was Reb Klein,
who thanked Rav Gross for his dedication as Maggid Shiur. He discussed
briefly the breadth of the Agra D’Pirka
network, which includes its latest
branch addition in Boca Raton, Florida.
He thanked Reb Moshe Aharon
Hoffman, who coordinates the Williamsburg shiur for Agra D’Pirka, and
all of the participants who make it

Harav Chaim Eliezer Gross, shlita, speaking at the siyum.

possible. He concluded by referring to
this week’s parashah, which identifies
a lack of shalom and achdus as the
source of Korach’s downfall. The way
to combat discord and bring peace
and harmony to the world is through
Torah. In this zechus, may Moshiach
come speedily, in our days.
Agra D’Pirka is expanding once
again, as we are negotiating the formation of a new branch in Detroit,
Michigan. The Williamsburg branch, in

its seventh year since its inception, will
now begin learning Maseches Kesubos.
They are looking forward to having all
shiurim in person at the Satmar Beis
Medrash.

For more information about Agra D’Pirka, please call (212) 661-9400 and ask for
Chaim Fuhrer or Rachamim Cooperman,
or visit our website at www.agradpirka.
org.
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Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, executive vice president, Agudas Yisroel of America, delivering divrei brachah and chizuk.
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The 58th Annual Siyum Mishnayos al shem Harav Yehoshua Silbermintz, zt”l, and the annual Shas
Awards Presentation took place
simultaneously on Sunday, June 6, at
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin.
Due to the current situation,
this year’s siyum was held in a
much smaller setting than usual.
The mesaymim were invited, together with their parents and grandpar-

ents, to a full seudah sponsored by
Mr. and Mrs. Avigdor Fried. The 18
boys from around the country who
received a Peninim Shas recited
the Hadran.
As it is every year, the Kaddish was
recited by Mr. Abe Eisner, who, along
with his wife, sponsor the Kaddish at
every
year’s
siyum
Mishnayos. Divrei brachah and chizuk were
shared
by
Rabbi
Yehoshua
Grunfeld, shlita, Rosh Kollel, Iyun
HaTalmud of Monsey; Rabbi Chaim

Dovid Zwiebel, executive vice president, Agudas Yisroel of America; and
Rabbi Ephraim Levi, national director, Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America. The siyum also featured special
guest Rabbi Maimon Elbaz, creator of
Torah Shows and author of the popular Torahific Series.
The Shas Awards were for participants in Pirchei’s popular Kesser
Mishnayos program, which encourages boys to learn and review via multiple-choice chazarah questions, with

the goal of being mesayem in time
for their bar mitzvah. This year saw
second-generation mesaymim, as
some of the fathers themselves were
past mesaymei Shishah Sidrei Mishnah with Pirchei.
The program ended with the lively
dancing of fathers and grandfathers
with the mesaymim. Talmidim who
would like to participate in the Kesser Mishnayos program should call
212-797-9000, extension 274, or
email at pirchei@agudah.org.

