4 Nisan 5781 // March 17, 2021

COMMUNITY

45

Agra D’Pirka Joins Hakhel for Special
Joint Pre-Pesach Program March 21-23
BY MARGIE PENSAK

When Agra D’Pirka launched its
pre-Pesach shiurim in Spring 2018,
an estimated 7,000 viewers watched
the live shiurim at home. This year’s
pre-Pesach yarchei kallah promises to
draw an even larger audience when
the organized morning learning program — geared towards professionals,
business owners, college students,
retirees, and anyone else who wishes
to increase his limud haTorah — joins
forces with the Flatbush-based organization Hakhel. The shiurim will be
available to viewers around the world
on TorahAnytime.
Agra D’Pirka Administrator Rabbi
Chaim Fuhrer shares, “Both Hakhel
and Agra D’Pirka are at the forefront
of harbotzos haTorah, and we are very
thrilled to be able to get together with
Hakhel at this time knowing the tremendous accomplishments that they
have made and being equally proud of
those that we’ve made. This is a major
step for us and we hope to reach as
many people as possible.”
The outstanding program begins
on Sunday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m.,
with Harav Yisroel Reisman, live at
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin in Flatbush. Rav Reisman will be followed by
Harav Moshe Tuvia Lieff, Mara d’Asra,
and Harav Elya Brudny. On Monday,
March 22, beginning at 8 p.m., the program will take place at Knesses Bais
Avigdor, where the Mara d’Asra, Harav
Aharon Kahn, will start off with a shiur
on “Ha lachma anya.” Harav Avrohom
Schorr, Mara d’Asra, Nezer Gedalyahu,
will present “Divrei Hisorerus Likras
Chag HaPesach” at 8:40 p.m. Lastly, at
9:15 p.m., Harav Bentzion Gips, Maggid
Shiur, Agra D’Pirka, will address the
topic “Halachic Perspective on Various Shittos of Matzah.” The special
shiurim wrap up on Tuesday, March 23,
at 12 p.m., with Harav Yisroel Ephrati,
Maggid Shiur, Agra D’Pirka, who will
speak about “Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim
V’he’aros b’Haggadah.”
These special pre-Pesach shiurim
can be viewed live at Knesses Bais
Avigdor in Flatbush or via livestream:
torahanytime.com/agradpirka.
No
internet? No problem! You can join by
phone by calling: 646-558-6338 ID:
4909-9323#.
Rav Kahn provides a sneak preview
of his shiur, the theme of which relates
to our concern for the poor at this time
of the year.
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“The desperation of the aniyim of
Klal Yisrael becomes the focus of the
very first paragraph after Kiddush on
the night of the Seder. We declare
‘Ha lachma anya’ even before our children recite ‘Mah Nishtanah.’ Showing

the matzah, we proclaim that this is
the bread of the poor, the bread that
reminds everyone around the table,
even as we celebrate our own freedom, that there are others who are still
under the yoke of poverty, that there

are still those who cannot afford to
make Pesach altogether. We invite the
poor to join us at our Seder and share
our sumptuous meal.
“But there is a question here that
must be raised. Is it not absurd that
we invite the poor to our Seder table
when the door is already closed, all
invitees are present and accounted for,
and there isn’t a poor person around
to hear our offer? It is too late. No one
will hear us. So, what is the point of
the invitation that is the substance of
the paragraph of ‘Ha lachma anya?’ It
sounds almost cynical to make a declaration of our commitment to the poor
when our offer is hardly relevant.
“To answer this question, we analyze the historical background of this
invitation and discover that it was
recited originally earlier in the day.
For various reasons the invitation,
that would have been meaningful earlier on Erev Pesach, is today recited
in the Haggadah when it is no longer
relevant. I believe that the purpose of
including it in the Haggadah is to serve
as a litmus test.
“If we have a genuine concern for
the poor and they are already at our
table, then we can say ‘Ha lachma anya’
with confidence and pride. If, however,
we selfishly denied the poor a place
at our Seder table, then this paragraph serves as a guilty conscience. It
reminds us of our failure and encourages us to rethink what it means to be a
Jew. For to be a Jew is to care about a
fellow Jew as one cares for a brother or
a sister. Slaves have no relations; they
are stripped of their familial contexts.
“Freedom returns us to our families; indeed, the secret of the freedom
of Pesach is that we are now all one
big mishpachah and mutually responsible for one another. It is this idea that
introduces all the other themes of the
Haggadah shel Pesach.”
Agra D’Pirka founder Reb Ezra Klein
concludes, “Agra D’Pirka has brought
thousands of shiurim during COVID
by phone. After Pesach, many of Agra
D’Pirka’s locations will be going back
to live shiurim; they will continue to be
available by phone, as well. Thousands
of listeners around the world have
benefited from Agra D’Pirka’s shiurim,
thanks to Torah Anytime. Each Tuesday
at 12 noon, Agra D’Pirka has special
nationwide shiurim.”
For more information about Agra
D’Pirka, please call 718-490-9392, or
email cfuhrer@agradpirka.org .

